





THE 


CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


— 


VOL. 1.] SATURDAY, AUGUST 30, 1817. [ no. 17. 











EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY JOSHUA T. RUSSELL. 
, ——— « -t. iE 








FROM THE MISSIONARY REGISTER. 


Sketch of the Life of the Rev. John Eliot, the “Apostle of the 
North American Indians.” 


(Continued from p. 244.) 
Establishment of the first Christian Church of Indians at Natick, 


Undismayed by the cpposition of either the priests or princes, 
Mr. Eliot meta in his work of civilizing and evangelizing the 
Indian tribes. His efforts to accomplish these objects went hand 
in hand, and mutually aided each other. As Christianity made its 
way among them, he wished to collect those who embraced it into 
a more regular community, and to associate them together as a 
Christian church. He met with great difficulty in the accomplish- 
ment uf his plan, and diaglapidl a Christian temper under every 
discouragement. At length, under his direction, a considerable 
body of Indian converts united together, and built a town, in the 

ear one thousand six hundred and sixty-one, on the banks of 
Charles river, about 18 miles south-west from Boston. This town 
they named Natick. It consisted of three long streets, two on the 
Boston side of the river, and one on the other side. One large house 
was erected, and employed as a place of worship and a at. oma 
When the Indians had settled at Natick, they applied to Mr. Eliot 
for a form of civil government. He referred them to the advice 
which Jethro gave esha, Exod. 18. 21. 

In compliance with this counsel, about 100 of them held an as- 
sembly, and chose one ruler of the 100, two rulers of 50, and 10 
rulers of 10. After the rulers of 10 were chosen, they placed them- 
selves in order, and every individual ranged himself under the one 
whom he chose. 

When this was settled; they entered into the following covenant: 

‘We do give ourselves and our children unto God to be his peo- 

le. He shall rule us in all our affairs; not only in our religion and 
the affairs of the Church,but also in all our works and affairs in this 
world. God shall rule over us. The Lord is our Judge: the Lord 
is our Lawgiver: the Lord is our King: he will save us. ‘The wis- 
dom which God has taught us io his book, that shall guide us and 
direct us in the way. Jehovah, teach us wisdom to find out wis- 
dom in thy Scriptures. Let the grace of Christ help us, because 
Christ is the wisdom of God. Send thy Spirit into our hearts and 
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let it teach us. Lord take us to be thy people, and Jct us take thee 
to be our God.” 
A great Assembly held at Natick. 

The new converts continued several years under the character of 
Catechumens; and were visited, during their probation, by Mr. 
Eliot, or some other divine, every week, who catechised their chil- 
dren, preached on some article of the Christian faith, and answered 
such questions as the Indians proposed to them. A day was at 
length appointed,which they called “Natootomakteakesuk,” or, the 
“day of asking questions;” when many ministers and their friends, 
assisted by the best interpreters, met at Natick, to judge of the fit- 
ness of the Indians to be admitted to the Christian communion. 

This great assembly was held on the 13th of October, 1652, when 
about fifteen Indians made distinct and open confession of their faith 
in Christ, and of the efficacy of the word on their minds. In Mr. 
Eliot’s report of these confessions, published in the Tract, entitled 
“Tears of Repentance,” he says, “That he had not knowingly or 
willingly, made their confessions better than they made them them- 
selves; but he is verily persuaded, on good grounds, that he has ren- 
dered them weaker than they delivered them; partly by missing 
some words of weight in some sentences, partly by abbreviating 
some passages, and partly by reason of the different idioms of their 
language from ours.” 

These Indians, it must be recollected, could, as yet, neither read 
nor write. Their confessions were made before a large assembly of 
English, and were often interrupted by the interpreters for the more 
full understanding of the meaning, which is a sufficient apology for 
any want of method or clearness of expression. 

These confessions were considered by Mr. Eliot and his friends 
as indicating the efficacious influence of the word of God, by the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit, on the hearts of those who made them. 
Various Indians were, in consequence baptized, and admitted to the 
holy communion; and thus was the first Indian Church formed at 
Natick, in the year of our Lord 1660. 

(To be Concluded in our next.) 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


Extracts from the Appendix to the Report of the Executive Com- 
mittee for the management of the missions, ats commenced by the 
Rev. ohn Wesley, the Rev. Dr. Coke, and others; and now car- 
ried on under the direction of the Methodist Conference. 

No. VI. Pace 89. 
The following is Mr. Dace’s Statement, referred to, page 89. 
Sir—Feeling myself much interested in the missionary cause, 
particularly in the West Indies, I think it my duty to communicate 
to you some things which have come under my notice relative to the 
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subject; having been employed in the missionary department for ten 
ears, during which time I have travelled in eight different islands. 

In St. Kitts, my first station, I laboured without any interruption 
from civil power, nor do I remember any reflections cast on the 
mission during the two years I staid there. From thence I went to 
Tortola; governor Turnbull very kindly received Mr. Joseph ‘Tay- 
lor and myself when we waited on him, and treated us with every 
mark of respect, and very heartily wished us great success. . From 
Tortola I went to St. Thomas’s. This being a new station, and the 

opulation composed of different nations, Danes, French,Spaniards, 
ka. it is not to be wondered at that we met with some opposition; 
but whatever evil and false reports were raised concerning us, I do 
not remember that we were ever charged, even by the greatest of our 
enemies, with persuading the people fo disaffection. My next re- 
moval was to St. Eustatius, which wasa new station. Gen. Bar- 
row received us with much respect, professed a very great regard 
for the missionary cause, and said, he was truly happy to find that 
a minister was coming to reside there. 

I think it my duty to state one circumstance which took place 
here. Not long after our arrival, two ungodly young men, half in- 
toxicated, came and disturbed us -in our publick worship. As this 
island was then governed by the Dutch laws, I drew up and pre- 
sented a complaint to the chief magistrate, who summoned them to 
the court, and they were fined S6l.each. It should be remember- 
ed that this same magistrate had attended our preaching, and like- 
wise some of the members of the council. Now can we suppose, 
thac if our doctrine had been, as some would represent it, they would 
have so defended and protected us. / 

From this place [ went to Wevis. When we waited on the pre- 
sident, the hon. Thomas Cottle, he shewed us every mark of res- 
pect, and spoke of our mission in very honourable terms. He has a 
very large estate. We regularly preached to his people on it. He 
allowed us a small salary, and many of his people are now in our 
society. I might further add, that when we went to preach there 
he entertained us in his house. Now if our doctrines or discipline 
had any tendency to disaffection, or were any way pernicious, let 
reason and common sense say, whether we Prom F have received 
this kind of treatment. 

While I was in this island, his excellency sir Hugh Elliot arri- 
ved as captain-general, &c. of the Leeward Islands. We thought 
it our duty to present an address to him. This was done in the isl- 
ands of Antigua, Nevis and St. Kitts, and very condescending an- 
swers were returned to all of them. ‘These answers were publish- 
ed in the Magazines for 1811. By referring to them it may be seen 
what were his excellency’s sentiments respecting the missions at 
last. My next remove was to Trinidad. Mr. Talboys had prece- 
ded me. Being a new station, he met with much opposition. Va- 
rious reports were spread, and as these false reports had charged 
him with many things of an unfavourable nature, he was taken into 
custody, for one or two days; but whatever had been said, either 
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from envy, or malice, or prejudice against him, after a careful ex- 
amination, and fair trial, he was exonerated; he entered again on 
his labours, and continued to exercise his ministerial functions, un- 
til I succeeded him. When I arrived, I waited on his excellency 
eneral M’Donald, who spoke with seaport of the mission at large. 
ie said, it was a glorious thing,and he hoped we should have, much 
successin our endeavours. When his excellency sir Ralph Wood- 
row arrived as governor, I waited on him, shewed him my creden- 
tials, and observed, that I doubted not of the continuance of all our 
privileges. Having answered some questions which he proposed 
relative to our doctrine, discipline, &c. he bade me goon. A little 
time after this, our friends told me that he was at preaching one 
Sunday evening, and that when he was going away, they heard one 
of his friends which were with him ask him how he liked it, to which 
he “ny “It was al) very right and good, and that he was much 
delighted with our singing.” Now, sir, can it be thought that if any 
disloyalty or disaffection had been found in us, that his excellency 
would have used such language as this? I shall further add concern- 
ing this island that we had no kiud of interruption whatever from 
the civil power; nor do I remember any reports of disaffection hay- 
ing been spread, during our stay there. 
hen I removed to Grenada, the governor received me with 
much condescension and civility, and appeared to wish well to our 
mission. I met with no opposition. We enjoyed peace and tran- 
quility. Aconsiderable number of gentlemen generally attended 
preaching on Sunday evening. 

My last remove, as a station, was to St. Vincent. I shewed his 
ondiciny sir Charles Brisbane my credentials. He read them, 
and seemed satisfied. 

A certain planter in the leeward ie of the island, complained 
to hiis excelleucy of his negroes. Il went to answer to it, as they 
were belonging to our society. I found that they had kept their 
prayer-meetings rather too late in the evening; and also, that one 
of them, instead of simply attending to roe only, had been giving 
an exhortation to the others. [ informed the gentleman that I woul 
examine the matter, reprove the parties, and that the evil should be 
corrected. Accordingly this was done, and all things amicably set- 
tled. My worthy colleague, Mr. Boothby, told me very shortly af- 
ter, that having occasionally been in the company of this same gen- 
tleman, he inquired concerning his people, and that he said, they 
had amended, and went on very well, and that now he had no fault 
to find with them. Now, dear sir, if any disaffection had been 
found, was not this the time to bring it forward? And can it be sup- 
posed that their own master would have used such language as this? 

I think it somewhat interesting also to state, that before we left 
this island, having occasion to begin a new chapel in that part of the 
island where ths gentleman lived,when the form of subscription was 
presented to him, he very generously pledged his word for 500 feet 
of boards, value 15l.; and his lady’s name was the very first on the 
list for 3l. Os. Gd. Now the greater-part of this gentleman’s negroes 
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attended our preaching, and were in our society. He himself fre- 
quently attended. Can we for a moment suppose, that if our doc- 
trine had been pestilential or pernicious, &c. he would have mani- 
fested such kind of conduct towards us, and thus contributed to his 
own ruin? 

When I attended before his excellency, to answer to the above 
complaint, the hon. Josiah Jackson, esq. was present. He is a warm, 
firm, and tried friend to the missionary cause. He spoke very hon- 
ourably of it before his excellency, and stated, that he had been ac- 
quainted with Methodist preachers and Methodists for a long time; 
that he had known their va and practice; and that from expe- 
rience also, he had reaped inestimable benefit from their labour, in 
the very great improvement of the morals of his own negroes. He 
further stated, that he most firmly believed the missionaries to be 
rood men; that their mtentions were pure, and their labours calcu- 
Tated to produce the best interest of the country. 

For my own part, I must acknowledge that [have not been in any 
island, Tortola excepted, where Methodism has been more respect- 
ed, esteemed, and reverenced, than in St. Vincent’s; and our pros- 
pects were truly pleasing, when I left it in February last. Itis my 
firm opinion that the prejudice in St. Vincent’s must have origina- 
ted from the influence of Barbadoes. In the unhappy disaffection 
which had taken place in that island, I think we may discern an 
over-ruling providence in our favour. It should be remembered, that 
after very many years labour by a succession of missionaries, we 
have not more than 36 blacks in our society in that island, at this 
day. This is a certain fact; and I think it of importance to state, 
that, at the time when this insurrection happened, we had no mis- 
sionary in that island; nor has any one been there for seventeen 
months past, excepting one who had been at Bermuda for the recov- 
ery of his health, and had called there on his return the last year; 
therefore the discontent could not arise, either in whole or in part, 
from Methodism or missionaries. 

You may rest assured, that our missionaries in the West Indies 
preach the Gospel of Christ, and teach all its grand duties of moral- 
ity; nor do I know, nor have I ever known, any instance to the con- 
trary, during the ten years I have been engaged in missionary la- 
'bours: and I can venture to affirm that there is not one missionary 
now employed in the West Indies sent out by the Methodist Con- 
ference, but would be ready to declare, if required, on oath, that the 
doctrines they teach, the principles they inculcate, and the practice 
they enforce, are, in every respect, the same as those we preach and 
teach at home; and that they are calculated to promote the harmony 
and best interests of society. 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 
June 22, 1816. J. DACE. 
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


Extract of the Speech of Dr. Mason, of New-York, at the Anniver- 
sary Meeting of the London Missionary Society. 


My respected and honoured Christian Friends—Had-I consulted 
merely my bodily feelings, I should not have attempted the task of 
addressing you this day; and did make an attempt to decline what 
I account both an honour and a happiness. But I confess that I felt 
the blush mantling in my cheek when I thought of shrinking from a 
little bodily exertion in giving my tribute of respect and reverence 
to a society that is sending out my fellow sinners, fellow Chris- 
tians, fellow ministers, to carry their body and their blood into the 
service of Jesus Christ. Fifteen years ago, this day, or near it, I 
had the ineffable satisfaction of witnessing the zeal, the love, the ef- 
forts, of the London Missionary Society. And never shall I forget, 
sir, the impression that was made upon my heart at the parting 
scene. Never can I forget the evident presence of the spirit of 
grace and supplication, with the vows, and thanksgivings,and wishes, 
that were poured out at the conclusion, by a reverend and hon- 
oured friend now present. I had not then the expectation that I 
should once more be permitted to witness a scene on which the an- 
gels of God, (if on any on this globe) look down with delight. Inspi- 
ration tells us that angels are all ministering spirits, sent forth on a 
ministry for them who are to be heirs of salvation: and when the bu- 
siness is to send that salvation to the stray sheep who are not of this 
fold, if there be ever a general rendezvous of the angels, it is to 
witness the transactions connected with such an object. 

It has been my lot, sir, in the course of divine providence, to see 
things that have impressed upon my soul more than ever the neces- 
sity, importance, and difficulty of missionary labours. We think, 
my Christian friends, we sometimes think, that our hearts do feel 
for the miserable state of the heathen, who are without those glad 
tidings of great joy, that cheer our days and tranquilize our nights. 
You do feel: but you feel, I was going to say, by halves:—to have 
the sensation come with all its power into your bosoms, you should 
see what you now only hear. I have been in countries nominally 
Christian, where there are millions upon millions bowing to 
stocks and stones with the blindest devotedness; exceedingly exact 
in their superstitions, but without a thought of God or eternity.— 
The bonds wherewith Satan holds the minds of men are such, that 
it is almost impossible for me to resist the exclamation, as I con- 
template these scenes—that in very deed the progress of the Gos- 
pel among people who have become the servants of idols, is itself 
the greatest of all external demonstrations that it came down from 
Heaven. For if there be any thing that can touch these people, 
open their eyes, or make even a crevice for the entrance of a pure, 
spiritual, and eternal hope into their breasts, it is that power which 
compels all resistance to give way. Here I saw of what stuff a mis- 
sionary ought to be made. Here I saw, that zeal, excited by a va- 
riety of concurring circumstances in a Christian country, that has 
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not counted the cost, is likely to evaporate. Here I saw, that faith, 
and love, and devotedness, as well as some important intellectual 
qualities, of which common sense is by far the most valuable, are 
indispensable to him who hopes to make an impression upon those 
that are without God, and without the Gospel. Here I saw, that 
any man who means to be a servant of Jesus Christ, in this cause, 
must go without conditions, except it be that his Master shall stand 
by him as long as he is engaged in his work. And if we are not sat- 
isfied that we are ready to have our blood spilt the next hour, we are 
not fit for the work, sir. 

There is one view of the operations of this Society which deserves 
very particular attention. We have had a great many finely-spun 
theories upon human society. We have had many of the wise men 
of this world—whose wisdom in this as well as every thing else 
where the kingdom of God is concerned, is mere foolishness;—who 
will insist upon it, that there is no possibility of making men Chris- 
tians unless you first civilize them. You must make them artisans, 
agriculturists, carpenters, tailors, and bakers—a sort of practical 
philosophers.—You must have the science of what they call govern- 
ment introduced; they must be political economists; then, forsooth, 
yn may make them Christians. Just as if the Son of God built the 

ingdom of his grace and glory upon political economy, sir.—No 
sir, the great secret is this; the grace of God will do more than all 
the human schemes in existence—tame the wild heart. And then, 
whatever belongs to that which embellishes the human character, 
follows in the train of the Gospel of Jesus Christ: for it stands eter- 
nally true, that “he who ‘alee not his own Sor, but delivered him 
up for us all, shall with him also freely give us all things.” 

Permit me to press upon the minds of this Christian audience, one 
of the singular, the original honours of this institution. I believe, 
sir, it was in the bosom of the Spee Missionary Society, that 
the gospel spirit of catholick love and fel ve originated. If my 
memory does not deceive me, till that period, Christians were look- 
ing at their different peculiarities through a very thick mist. And 
we all know what a fog is: every man knows, that if he see an ob- 
ject through a mist, it has a vast and imposing appearances but when 
he comes up to it, it dwindles to nothing. The light and warmth 
issuing from this Society have driven away the mist: and Christians 
that were jangling about a variety of little things, have found that 
they were not worth their pains or trouble. They have discovered, 
with great surprise, that they are qe | one in Christ Jesus.— 
Out of that gospel spirit of catholick benevolence, that unites believ- 
ers in the Son of God, whatever be their external forms, have pro- 
ceeded, unquestionably, in a very great degree, all the other forms 
of noble munifieence in this country. Had there been no Mission- 
ary Society, there would have been no British and Foreign Bible 
Society: and I cannot help marking, with particular care and tender 
feeling, the march of the Divine Providence. Here is first the Mis- 
sionary Society. The Missionary must go first and break up the 
fallow ground: he must go and tell the poor Pagans that there is 
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Bible, and what it is worth: then minds are excited to multiply this 
Bible—to follow up the blow—enter the breach—and pour in this 
Bible among the nations who have been apprised of its value, and of 
its coming. And permit me to repeat that general idea which has 
been communicated this day, that, with all the reverence and res- 

ect that I feel for the Brste Socirty—(let its name and praises 
be suspended in letters of gold from the wings of angels, and carried 
under the light of Heaven from one end of the earth to the other end 
of the earth;) but permit me to say, sir, that if there be nothing but 
the Bible to be sent, the world is never to be converted. Yet I would 
say, fill the land with Bibles; put one in every house, in every 
chamber; God in his sovereignty may call some by the efficacy of 
his word alone to shew the power of his arm; yet that will not 
convert the nations. Why? Because it is not the Master’s ordinance 
for converting the nations. ‘The Master’s ordinance is, “Go into 
all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.” And what 
amazing advantages are given to the living teacher, when he cannot 
put his foot upon an acre of Pagan soil without finding a Bible; He 
can go and teach the Heathen with that Bible in hishand. It is the 
two together that are to convert the nations. Our Lord has told us 
that the lips of flesh and blood shall he the instruments of convey- 
ing peace, life, holiness, and happiness. Such then are the wonder- 
ful steps of Divine Providence. Had the Bible Society commenced 
its attempts before the Missionary Society, it would in all probabil- 
ity have been unsuccessful. 

Now it is not to be expected that such a system as this should 
proceed without difficulties, and very great ones; if it did, it would 
bear upon its forehead amark ofa novery desirable sort. You are 
not to suppose, that the Devil will allow his throne to be subverted 
without a struggle: that he is going to sit down in despair: that is 
not the history of that fiend.—Thanks be to our Lord, who subdued 
Satan. The Devil is against you, sir; “but through God.” as the 
Psalmist says, “‘we shall do valiantly, for he it is that-shall tread 
down our enemies.” If he undertake to do it, sir, no matter how 
weak we are.—There may be difficulties with respect to pecuniary 
resources. We profess to be Christians, my friends. A faith that 
does not work is under the curse both of God and man: but the 
stronger the true faith is, the more it will work.—There is among 
Christian people themselves a sort of practical Atheism. They are 
afraid to trust the Providence of God. They do not realize the doc- 
trine and fact of God’s special Providence. Now, that God, who has 
all things in his hand, only calls you to pay the same respect to him 
in this matter, as you would pay to the word of an honest man. He 
said to Israel, when labouring under a severe chastisement, “Prove 
me now herewith, if { will not open you the windows of Heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to 
receive it.” Whoever made the experiment and found it to fail? 
Whoever was the wurse for honouring God with his substance?— 
Let the man step forward, who can, and charge God with breaking 
his word. “Honour the Lord with th y substance, and with the first 
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fruits of all thine increase; so shall thy barns be filled with plenty, 
and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.’’ He is the God of 
the seasons, the God of the elements;—that God commands us to 
honour him with our substance. That society which teaches faith 
to others, must live by faith itself. We must keep our eyes fixed 
upon the end. God has promised that his ways i. shall cover 
the earth, as the waters cover the sea. It is the Church of the living 
God that must extend her own limits, under the immediate auspices 
of the Captain of salvation. We know not the peculiar day, or the 
ear, in which the Son of man shall appear: but we do know there 
is no time to be idle. You cannot fold up your arms now: the bu- 
siness presses harder and harder. Behold, the Son of man cometh! 
. Christians who are eamaye in this great work are like John the 
Baptist. preparing the way of the Lord,and making his paths straight. 
The sound of their Master’s feet is behind them. Ultimate success 
is sure. Already the iron band of the Hindoo caste begins to give 
way: and I thank my honoured friend for the idea about the Chi- 
nese wall beginning to totter. Go on, and one stone of that wall 
shall not be left upon another. One word more. We all know what 
apprehensions have been entertained for the condition of Great Bri- 
tain.—Fears without and fears within —There is a protection to the 
island of Great Britain, better than all your fleets, your armies, your 
statesmen, your heroes, (I speak without derogation of any of them) 
the holy seed is the substance thereof. 
I have to move, sir, that the cordial thanks of this Society be giv- 
en to the Rev. George Burder, the gratuitous Secretary, &c. &c. 


DOMESTICK. 


Speech of Dr. Griffin before the United Foreign Missionary 


Society. 

Dr. Grirrin rose to move a resolution approving of the Consti- 
tution of the Society, aud expressing a determination to subscribe 
to its funds. I hold in my hand, said Dr. G. a resolution which 1 
am sure will meet with the cordial approbation of every person pre- 
sent. Mr. Chairman, I hail this day with peculiar pleasure. I am 
one of those who have long been looking forward with desire to two 
events—a general motion of the Presbyterian world on this side of 
the water in the business of foreign missions, and an extensive and 
mighty effort in favour of the destitute on our own continent. These 
two events are now incipiently accomplished. It has been a source 
of mortification that Presbyterians have not been sooner roused to 
an “1 pe which has employed so many of the cares of Heaven, and 
which other denominations have been for several years pursuing 
with real effect. We must confess that we are behind many of our 
brethren in this matter: but in the strength of the Lord we will 
overtake them, and endeavour to outstrip the foremost in this glo- 
rious race. On our own continent there are from twenty to thirty 
millions who are groping in pagan darkness or popish superstition 
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These wretched beings. who are perishing at our own door, far awa 

from the Christians of the old world, seem to be committed woos: | 
ly to us. In the division of a destitute world among different por- 
tions of the Church, I think I hear a voice from heaven saying, Let 
European believers extend their hand to Asia and Africa, but these 
thirty millions I commit to American Christians. 

IT hail this day with the greater pleasure, because I see in it the 
pledge of union and brotherly love. The happiness which good 
men have derived from the astonishing efforts of the present day te 
enlighten the ignorant, has been greatly increased by the union 
among different denominations which these efforts have carried in 
their train. Who has not bowed before the majesty of that union 
which has appeared in the British and Foreign Bible Society? What 
heart did not swell with delight at a similar union lately commenced 
on this ground? One of the greatest ornaments of the European 
Charch, who has been conspicuous in his labours to bring different 
denominations to act together on this common ground of Christiani- 
ty, has said, that until these bars are taken down, the millenium can 
never come onearth. 1 bear testimony to the magnanimity of this 
sentiment with the greater pleasure, because it comes from one of 
a different sect, and a sect too which has been considered among the 
most exclusive. But long after bigotry shall have expired, the name 
ef Robert Hall will be found honourably inscribed upon her tomb, 
If any uahappy circumstances have cast a temporary cloud over our 
harmony, this day is a sure pledge, I will hope, that in future we 
shall love and act together as brethren. Spurning the littleness of 
monopoly and rivalship, the different members of this institution _ 
will act together on liberal and manly principles, calculated to stifle 
all jealousies and to unite all hearts. And then, whatever success 
we may have among the heathens, of this one thing [ am sure,—we 
shall exalt our own characters, and increase our own happiness. 

Hitherto we have had no common receptacle in the Presbyterian 
world to receive the contributions of those who felt for 550 millions 
of Pagans and Mahometans. If the benevolence of our members 
grew impatient to do something for more than two thirds of the hu- 
man family perishing for lack of knowledge, they have been obliged 
to send their offerings abroad. Thus we became mere tax-gatherers 
for our brethren in the East. It was time for a collection of churches, 
covering, or destined to cover, thirty-eight parts out of thirty-nine 
of the soil of the United State, to act on an independent scale, and 
to apply their own charities themselves. Now many Juvenile and 
Mite Societies, which have been gathering their little sums to aid 
the operations of strangers, will cast their all into your treasury.— 
Many Missionary Societies, already formed, will immediately ar- 
range themselves as auxiliaries under you; many others will yet be 
organized for the same purpose; and thus the energies of the whole 
Presbyterian world in America will be combined in a single arm. 

It was the command of the ascending Saviour, “go ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature.” ‘This was not ad- 
dressed to the twelve apostles for their own exclusive use, but to 
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them as the general depositaries of the commands of heaven, and it 
was intended for their successors in every age, as appears from the 
promise subjoined, “lo, Iam with you always, even unto the end of 
the world.” How can you elude this direct command? To say that 
the pagan nations may be as happy in this and the future world 
without the gospel, is to say that the gospel is no blessing to man- 
kind, and then you do not believe it came from God. Even should 
we admit that men are as likely to be saved without as with it, is 
the gospel of no service in the present life,—as a foundation of hope, 
as a purifier of manners, as a tamer of the passions, as a means of 
civilization, asa handmaid to science? What nation since the 
christian era has ever risen from savage to civilization without 
christianity? If you are friends of the human family, I call upon 
ht to ver over the degraded and comfortless condition of five 

undred and fifty millions of people destitute of the light of science 
and the comforts of refined society; subject in a great measure to 
the hardships of the savage state, certainly to all the horrors of a 
gloomy superstition. 

But what believer in Revelation, except a Universalist, will say 
that men are as likely to be saved without the Gospel as with it.— 
Grant that good heathen will be saved, yet the most of heathen are 
not good. All the passions and vices that can degrade humanity, 
there rage without restraint. Tell me not that their ignorance ex- 
cuses them. Whence then the horror and resentment with which 
contemplate savages breaking into a village at night, burning 
1ouses, murdering infants in their mother’s arms, dragging their pri- 
soners to the slow tortures of the stake,and rioting on their groans? 
Does ignorance excuse all the infernal passions and crimes of the 
pagan world? They will not plead this themselves. If they are con- 
scious of no fault in these things, whence their resentment against 
each other? When they take revenge, when they execute their 
criminal laws, do they not give judgment that pagans may sinP— 
And if they sin, what chance for pardon but by the cross of Christ? 
And what known method of being interested in that remedy but by 
faith? ‘And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?” 

(1'o be concluded in our next.) 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


Letter of Benjamin Bates to a Member of the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia, on the subject of Militia Fines. 7 
The friendly manner in which we discussed together the princi- 
ase of our memorial, (now before the legislature) induces me to 
iope that a few additional observations will receive a candid and 
— consideration. 

t would be useless, I apprehend, in introducing this subject, to 
enter into any minute inquiry respecting the ndture and extent of 
the rights of men in society; or to examine any of the various theo- 
ries of government to find in how many ways these rights have been 
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abused. The American people understand this subject—they did 
not, in establishing the empire of liberty on the basis of equal laws, 
look to the pittance of privilege which had, in different ages, been 
extorted from bigotry, or wrung from the grasp of power. No—they 
were men, and conscious of their rights—they were brethren, and 
saw that their rights were equal. ‘T'o preserve them, they did not 
set up human beings, like themselves, with crowns and mitres on 
their heads, and commit to their ambition, cupidity and caprice, for 
safe-keeping and distribution, those sacred immunities with which 
their Creator had endowed them, which he had made co-existent 
with mind itself, inherent and unalienable. 

It was to preserve to themselves these inestimable blessings, to 
transmit them to their children, to guard them forever from usur- 
pation, that, viewing the whole ground of polity with a discrimina- 
ting eye, they declared irrevocably, that conscience belongs to God, 
and civil government to the people. On this principle their whole 
political structure is erected: hence the law emanates, and oe 
power in the government is bound by its authority. So it stands 
upon paper—but how does it operate in practice? Is the liberty of 
conscience indeed preserved inviolate? Do the laws impose no oth- 
er restraint on religious freedow than are sufficient to preserve the 

ace and order of society? Are none of the honest and inoffensive 
mhabitants of this commonwealth taxed, fined or harrassed, in their 
persons or property, on account o/ their religious tenets? These are 
questions on which the patriot and statesman may ponder, but the 
answer is obvious and undeniable. The liberty of conscience is 
abridged: the laws do impose other restraints than those contem- 
sintgtt by the act establishing religious freedom—and a number of 
peaceable and useful citizens are exposed to fines and penalties on 
account of their religious principles. How is this infraction of nat- 
ural and constitutional right to be accounted for? It will not be 
said that either these people or their principles were unknown, when 
the declaration of rights was made, and the form of government es- 
tablished. It will aot be pretended that they were excluded from 
the common privileges of citizens and the common rights of human- 
ity. No, but it is said that the government must be defended; and 
they are therefore enrolled for the purpose of rearning the use of 
the firelock and bayonet, and for acquiring the art of inflicting death 
with the greatest expedition and effect. Men whose religion is a 
system of universal benevolence, who believe that God Almighty 
forbids animosity, revenge and violence, and who are assured that 
disobedience to his commands involves dreadful and eternal conse- 
quences. 

This society maintains, that the framers of our constitution, and 
in conformity with the repeated declared sense of the American 
people, that government has no right to bring the laws of Ged and 
man ito competition, and that there exists no authority in yr dered 
partment thereof to cancel, abridge, restrain or modify, the liberty 
ef conscience. When this declaration was me made the last 
time by the people of this state, and reciprocated by the whole 
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union, the Society of Friends were exempt by law, as well as by their 
constitutional privileges, both from military duty and personal ser- 
vices in war. Did not the law which afterwards subjected them under 
heavy penalties to all the My a of the military system, abridge 
liberty of conscience which had been thus selemnly guaranteed?— 
And if it did, ought not an evidence of the fact and an appeal to the 
justice of their country, to be sufficient to restore them to their 
rights? The fact is undeniable, the appeal is made, and its success 
perhaps, ought not to be doubted. But,in the meantime, the sub- 
ject is variously canvassed, and many objections and difficulties are 
thrown in the way. We have referred, in our memorial, to the 
rights of conscience as a natural and constitutional privilege—but 
we are told that the liberty of conscience is an abstract principle, 
and as such, is not to be relied on in particular cases? hat isan 
abstract principle? Is it some remote uninteresting truth, which may 
be indifferently remembered or forgotten? or is it some proposition 
to which the understanding assents, but which is still to be tested by 
experience? Now it cannot be supposed that the men selected by 
the people to mark out the boundaries of the laws and to fix the lim- 
its of power, in a great, free aud enlightened nation, would so in- 
significantly employ their time and abuse their trust, as to set down 
as a declaration of rights, any random proposition that might chance 
to occur in their recollection, as true. The fathers of American li- 
berty did not attract to themselves the gratitude of their country and 
the adiniration of the world, by writing merely what was true, but 
for selecting the very truths they meant to establish; for drawing 
an insuperable, unalterable line of separation between those powers 
which a free people may confide in their government, and those in- 
herent and unalienable rights which they retain to themselves. It 
was expressly for the preservation of these rights that.the constitu- 
tion was formed. Its barriers were laid strongand deep around 
them, and wherever they are broken down, tyranny and oppression 
will resume their course. Nor can it be thought that this liberty of 
conscience was introduced as a new or untried principle. The 
statesmen of our country were not such novices in the subjects of 
Jaw and government, or so unacquainted with human nature, as to 
suppose that the right of conscience had never been tested. Nor 
would they, if such had been their opinions, expose the nation te 
difficulties! No, these men understood their subject: its nature, its 

history, and its importance, were familiar to their minds. They 

knew how readily the pride of opinion and the possession of power 

combine to produce intolerance. They knew that a denial of these 

Pe constitutes the worst species of tyranny. Nations have groan- 

ed for ages under its influence: and to preserve this country from 

a similar fate, they held forth the rights of conscience, not as an 

abstract metaphysical notion, but as a living indistructable priv- 

ilege, of which no law should everdeprive its citizens. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS’ MONITOR. 


Extract. III. 


To propose to ourselves a good end, is the first mark of true wis- 
dom; and to seek that end by the best means, the second; this wis- 
dom you must display. I would divide the means to be employed 
by Sunday School Teachers, for the attainment of their end, into 
two classes, the first preparatory, the second immediate. 

1. Preparatory.—And amongst many that press upon me here, I 
mention as the first preparatory measure, 

The establishment and maintenance of correct and wholesome dis- 
cipline. ‘Nothing great can be accomplished without system; and 
there can be no system without discipline: and this must apply to 
the teachers as well as to the scholars. There must be fixed rules 
for the conduct of both; the observance of which it must be the bu- 
siness of one superintendant, by suitable considerations, to enforce. 
A few observations upon discipline in general may not be improper 
here; and the fundamental principles advanced, may be applied, 
with prudence and discretion, according to the nature of the case. 
Discipline to be correct, must be established on fixed principles.— 
Not the discipline of passion, of momentary rage.of sudden impulse, 
of strong emotion, appealing to no standard, and acting by no rule. 
This is not discipline, but tyranny. Censure and reward in such a 
case must be arbitrarily administered; and where in one instance 
the infliction has been unjust, the justice of itin every other will be 
questioned. It must be uniform and impartial in its exercise. Ev- 
ery deviation from it will lessen its authority, and the uncertainty 
of its administration destroy its influence. As in a family, soina 
Sunday School, there must be no favourite child, no invidious dis- 
tinction. The virtue or the vice must be applauded or condemned, 
without any respect to the party, censured or approved. Yet disci- 
pline should be discriminating. All the circumstances of every 
ease, so far as they can be ascertained, should be taken into the ac- 
eount, and the application of discipline regulated accordingly. It 
should be mild, as it is firm. ff founded and administered on 

rinciples of equity, it will never need to be severe. It will adapt 
itself to the dispositions and tempers of those with whom it has to 
deal, and mingle exhortations and entreaties with its censures and 
its strokes. In a general way, the principle of reward wili be found 
to operate more effectuaily than that of punishment: and I am hap- 
py to see, that, whilst in most enlightened establishments for the 
education of youth this sentiment is allowed to be correct, in Sun- 
day Schools it is universally, and, I believe, invariably, applied.— 
But suffer me to say, that your rewards should not be imparted ex- 
elusively, nor even chiefly, to those whose proficiency in learning 
and general attention to the rules and business of the School secure 
your approbation; but rather to those whose improvement in moral 
principle, and whose cultivation of the Christian virtues, demand 
your affectionate esteem. ‘The punctual attendance at the appoint- 
ed hour, and the performance of the allotted task, are but means 0 
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the end which you propose, though tis well to recompense them, as 

ou cannot hope for the latter, without the observance of the for- 
mer. But the growth of the children in morals and in piety, is the 
end to which you aim; and your encouragements to the cultivation 
of these should bear some proportion to the superior rank which you 
assign them. 

Endeavour to secure the affections of the children. Possessed of 
these, there is nothing which you may not hepe to accomplish; but 
without them, you may well despair. Possessed of these, your work 
will cease to be laborious. The process of instruction, instead of 
meeting with a thousand hindrances and checks, will roll on with- 
out impediments. The mountains of prejudice will be laid low be- 
fore you; you will soon discover the difference between a principle 
of love and a principle of constraint; for the children wall hang -¢ 
on your lip for instruction so eagerly, that your mind will be unable 
to conceive, or your language to express with sufficient rapidity.— 
Fear of you may urge them to the performance of the appointed 
task, but itis only love that will induce them to drink in your sen- 
timents. 

Study the dispositions and capacities of the children. These are 
diversified as the features of the countenance, and, like the leaves of 
the forest, though innumerable, you will not meet with two that per- 
fectly resemble each other. Children must not be dealt with as 
machines, but as moral agents. Every heart is not moved by the 
same springs; and you may touch a chord successfully in one bosom 
which will not vibrate in another. It behoves a therefore, te 
study the dispositions and the capacities of the children. Neither 
the same task, nor the same treatment, will do for all. There must 
be discrimination and judgment in your management of each, or 
else you will plunge yourself into endless perplexities, and resem- 
ble the physician who could give an uniform prescription for every 
disease; the consequence of which would be, that some he would 
cure, but others he would kill. And sucha principle of undevia- 
ting uniformity in your instructions and discipline, would be pro- 
ductive of similar effects: some you would conciliate and improve; 
others you would confound and disgust. 

A gentleman walking one day among his plantations; perceived 
some peas growing between the rows of canes that were quite ripe, 
Knowing that the slaves were short of food, from the little time 
which they were allowed for the cultivation of their patches of land, 
he called to one of them who was near him, and asked him why he 
did not take those peas. “They are not mine,” answered the black. 
“Q, fellow!” replied the master, in reference to the known propen- 
sicy of these people, “every thing is yours that you can lay your 
hands on!”? “Q, Massa,” rejoined the slave, “negro who pray, ne 
thieve!”” The planter was struck with astonishment. What have 
I been about,” exclaimed he, “not to let the missionaries come upon 
my estate!” He immediately sat down and wrote a note to a mis- 
sionary who resided in the neighbourhood, desiring him to come and 
‘ preach to his negroes whenever he pleased. 
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Lines written by the late Bishop Horne, at an Inn. 


From much lov’d friends whene’er I part, 
A pensive sadness fills my heart; 

Past scenes my fancy wanders o’er, 

And sighs to think they are no more. 


Along the road I musing go, 

O’er many a deep and miry slough, 

The shrouded moon withdraws her light, 
And leaves me to the gloom of night. 


An inn receives me, where, unknown, 
I solitary sit me down; 

Many I hear, and some I see, 

I, nought to them, they nought to me. 


Thus, in these regions of the dead, 
A pilgrim’s wand’ring life I lead, 
And still at every step declare, 
I’ve no abiding city here. 


For very far from hence I dwell, 

And therefore bid the world farewell, 
Finding of all the joys it gives, 

A sad remembrance only lives. 

Rough stumbling stones my steps o’erthrow, 
And lay a wand’ring sinner low, 

Yet stil my course to heaven I steer, 

Tho’ neither moon nor stars appear. 


The world is like an inn; for there 

Men call, and storm, and drink, and swear; 
While undisturb’d a Christian waits, 

And reads, and writes, and meditates. 


Tho’ in the dark oft times I stray, 
The Lord shall light me on my way, 
And to the city of the Sun, 

Conduct me when my journey’s done. 


There by these eyes shall he be seen, 


Who sojourn’d for me in an inn; 
On Sion’s hill I those shall hail, 
From whom I parted in the vale. 


Why am I heavy then and sad, 


When thoughts like these should make me glad, 


Muse then no more on things below, 
Arise my soul, and let us go. 
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